Saint Matthew Church
The PULSE

August 25, 2019 Detroit, Michigan

21t SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME

“For behold, some are last who will be first, and some are
first who will be last.” - Lk 13:30

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©@2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.




Readings for the week of August 25,2019

Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2, [Mk 16:15)/Heb 12:5-
7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30

Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a
and 9b [cf. 4a)/Mt 23:13-22

Tuesday: 1 Thes 2:1-8/Ps 139:1-3, 4-6 [1)/Mt 23:23-26

Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab [1]/
Mt 23:27-32

Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17
[14)/Mk 6:17-29

Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12
[12a]/Mt 25:1-13

Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [9])/Mt 25:14-30

Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11
[cf. 11b]/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14

21st Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Have you ever seen a celebrity?

Have you ever met a political repre- .
sentative? Did the encounter leave §

you with newfound acting or musi- A
cal abilities? Did it give you a grasp .,
of the intricacies of the latest city Al

F Sl

ordinance or controversial law? Tal-
ents, expertise, and skill are hard-
won traits, not rewards that spread by contact. Our life of faith is
also not so easy.

"We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our
streets!" In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus notes that it requires mor-
al strength to enter the kingdom of God. It's not mere proximity
to righteousness that saves. Rubbing elbows with the righteous is
not the same as being truly holy ourselves. Unfortunately, we can
have this attitude in many areas. It's easy to see who may seem
"first" in the eyes of the world. This occurs in our workplaces and
among our public figures. It can also happen in our schools, local
parishes, and the larger Church. For some of us, the temptation to
have the popularity and prestige rub off on us can be fairly
strong. If only we are in the right place with the right people,
surely others will associate us with what they possess!

But salvation is worked out in each individual life. It is our
task not merely to show up, but to be transformed. And the truly
transformed may not be everyone we expect. "People will come
from the east and the west and from the north and the south...
some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be
last." Some who seem first in reputation now may be last in the
kingdom of God. Others who appear now on the furthest fringes
of society - but better imitate the lowly holiness of Jesus - will be
first in his kingdom. What are your concerns? Proximity and rep-
utation? Or prayerful righteousness?
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A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

The phrase in today’s Gospel, “I don’t know where you
come from,” is often used by parents about children and
children about parents. Change is so rapid, one generation
has little in common with another. We depend on love,
trust, and mutual respect to bridge this gap.

Saint Monica’s Story

The circumstances of Saint Mon-
ica’s life could have made her a nag-
ging wife, a bitter daughter-in-law,
and a despairing parent, yet she did
not give way to any of these tempta-
W tions. Although she was a Christian,
ALY her parents gave her in marriage to a

b pagan, Patricius, who lived in her
X% hometown of Tagaste in North Africa.
Patricius had some redeeming fea-
tures, but he had a violent temper and
. e W was licentious. Monica also had to
bear with a cantankerous mother-in-

s |’| | " ]- law who lived in her home. Patricius
criticized his wife because of her

“ - charity and piety but always respect-
wew ed her. Monica’s prayers and exam-
" M ple finally won her husband and
PN /mother-in-law  to  Christianity. Her
B3 husband died in 371, one year after

his baptism.

Monica had at least three children who survived infancy. The
oldest, Augustine, is the most famous. At the time of his father’s
death, Augustine was 17 and a rhetoric student in Carthage.
Monica was distressed to learn that her son had accepted the
Manichean heresy—"all flesh is evil "—and was living an immor-
al life. For a while, she refused to let him eat or sleep in her
house. Then one night she had a vision that assured her Augus-
tine would return to the faith. From that time on, she stayed close
to her son, praying and fasting for him. In fact she often stayed
much closer than Augustine wanted.

When he was 29, Augustine decided to go to Rome to teach
rhetoric. Monica was determined to go along. One night he told
his mother that he was going to the dock to say goodbye to a
friend. Instead he set sail for Rome. Monica was heartbroken
when she learned of Augustine’s trick, but she still followed him.
She arrived in Rome only to find that he had left for Milan. Alt-
hough travel was difficult, Monica pursued him to Milan.

In Milan, Augustine came under the influence of the bishop,
Saint Ambrose, who also became Monica’s spiritual director. She
accepted his advice in everything and had the humility to give up
some practices that had become second nature to her. Monica
became a leader of the devout women in Milan as she had been in
Tagaste.

She continued her prayers for Augustine during his years of
instruction. At Easter 387, Saint Ambrose baptized Augustine and
several of his friends. Soon after, his party left for Afirica. Alt-
hough no one else was aware of it, Monica knew her life was near
the end. She told Augustine, “Son, nothing in this world now af-
fords me delight. I do not know what there is now left for me to do
or why I am still here, all my hopes in this world being now ful-
filled.”” She became ill shortly after and suffered severely for nine
days before her death. Monica is the patron of alcoholics, those
who seek conversion, married women, and mothers.

Reflection: Today, with Google searches, online shopping,
text messages, tweets, and instant credit, we have little patience
for things that take time. Likewise, we want instant answers to
our prayers. Monica is a model of patience. Her long years of
prayer, coupled with a strong, well-disciplined character, finally
led to the conversion of her hot-tempered husband, her cantan-
kerous mother-in-law, and her brilliant but wayward son, Augus-
tine.

YOU HAVE MADE US FOR YOURSELF, O LORD,
AND OUR HEARTS ARE RESTLESS

UNTIL THEY REST IN YOU.
ST. AUGUSTINE




St. Matthew Parish ~ Happenings

Saturday, August 31, 11 am - Parasu/
Costello Nuptials

Monday, September 2, Labor Day - No
Mass Scheduled

Sunday, September 8, following 10 am
Mass - St. Matthew Conference, St. Vincent de
Paul Society Meeting, Church Auditorium

A BIG ANNOUNCEMENT
AND A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

As you may already know, next month our Parish will
gather to celebrate two beautiful milestones with our Pastor,
Fr. Duane Novelly. This year is the 40th Anniversary of
Father’'s Ordination to the Priesthood and the 30th Anniver-
sary of Father serving as Pastor of St. Matthew Parish!
Fittingly, a Mass of Thanksgiving with a reception to follow
will take place on the weekend of the Feast of St. Matthew,
September 22, 2019.

Recently, a committee was formed to help with the cel-
ebration. On behalf of the committee members, | would like
to formally invite you to play a role in the Mass of Thanks-
giving and the Courtyard Reception that will follow. Again,
the date is Sunday, September 22nd, on which day the St.
Matthew Sunday Mass will be held at a special afternoon
time, 1 p.m. Following that Mass and weather permitting,
there will be an outdoor reception in the Courtyard located
between the Church building and the Rectory building

Through all the years as a parish, thousands of people
have worshipped, served, received Sacraments, and loved
God here in this church building as a part of St. Matthew
Parish. We thank God for Father Duane who has been
serving the community and people of St. Matthew Parish for
30 years, through different seasons of his life and our lives.

He has seen to the needs of parishioners, living and
deceased. As a priest, he has served stranger and friend,
following in the footsteps of Jesus. So in the spirit of
Thanksgiving and in service, please, consider signing up
today after Mass, in the back of the church, where there will
a volunteer with sign-up sheets, asking for your name and
contact information. Please consider serving in a role on
Sunday, September 22nd, or serving on the Church Clean-
up Crew that will work on the weekend prior to the event, on
Saturday, September 14th.

Thank you in advance to those of you are able to sign
up today to volunteer to help with the Mass of Thanksgiving
and Reception on September 22nd. Liz Foley-Dunstone

CSA Minute ~ Sharing Christ

Campus Ministry - Gifts to the Catholic
Services Appeal help foster the spiritual growth
of young adults attending area colleges and universities.

The Office of Young Adults and Campus Ministry
helps form communities of faith on campuses, either by
incorporating and strengthening the faith of those who live
on campus or by building community, forming leadership,
and collaborating with area parishes on commuter campus-
es. The office sponsors activities and programs for stu-
dents, such as one-on-one pastoral counseling, spiritual
direction, social justice projects, and retreats.

For more information on CSA-funded ministries, pro-
grams, and services, please go to www.aod.org.

St. Vincent De Paul LN
School Supplies Drive “ ’
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St. Vincent de Paul is asking for your
help again this year with donations of
school supplies for elementary and mid-
dle-school age students. Any items you
can purchase such as pens, pencils, rulers, notebooks, fold-
ers, backpacks, crayons, highlighters, erasers, age appropri-
ate scissors, construction paper, etc. would be greatly appre-
ciated.

Many of our SVdP families have school age children
and simply can’t afford to buy these items themselves so
they turn to us for help. Please place your donations in the
basket in front of the St. Matthew statue

Thank you again and again for all you do each and
every time we ask ... Please know that many families
and many children were assisted by your generous dona-
tlons in the past.

CUCCHI’S CORNER
Rick’s Noges from the Loft
OSITIONS AVAILABLE
(for a few good voices!)

o

:>Members Wanted: Positions open to sopra-
no; tenor and bass. No others need apply.

Hours: Sunday mornings from 9:15 to 11:15. There
are occasional opportunities for overtime.

Interested?: Contact Rick Cucchi at
cucchi@umich.edu or come to the first rehearsal in the
choir loft balcony on September 8th at 9:15 a.m., or
call the rectory to sign up.

Saint Augustine and the Trinity

The mystery of the Trinity has always been an
important matter of discussion among theologians.
Saint Augustine's contributions to the Church's
understanding of the Trinity are considered to be
among the greatest.

In his book, "On the Trinity,” Augustine de-
scribed the Trinity within the context of relation-
ship, combining the identity of the Trinity as "one"”
with the distinction of the three persons: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Augustine also explained the
whole of Christian life as a communion with each of
the divine persons.

Holy Spirit Prayer of Saint Augustine

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit,
That my thoughts may all be holy.
Act in me, O Holy Spirit,
That my work, too, may be holy.
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit,
That I love but what is holy.
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit,
To defend all that is holy.
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit,
That I always may be holy.




ST. MATTHEW’S PARISH DIRECTORY
6021 Whittier, Detroit 48224-2637
Rectory Office: (313) 884-4470
Rectory Fax: (313) 884-4276
E-mail : stmatthew27@aol.com
Website: www.stmatthewdetroit.com
Office Hours: Monday through Friday
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Duane R. Novelly ~ Pastor

Rick Cucchi ~ Music Minister / Choir Director
Joe Balistreri ~ Saturday Organist
David Troiano ~ Weekday Organist

CLERICAL STAFF
Marilyn Lynn ~ Secretary
Gloria Bermudez ~ Bookkeeper

PARISH COUNCIL
John Dunstone ~ President
Bill Zuerblis ~ Financial Council Chair
Michael Dulapa ~ Evangelization Chair
Patricia Camazzola-Godoshian &
Bryan Jones ~ Members at Large
Sharon & Jerry Mielke ~ VPC Representatives

PARISH ORGANIZATION
Dennis Costello ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service
Dan McBride ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service

WEEKEND/WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Reconciliation By Appointment
Holydays 9:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

Please remember those in our parish and in our
families who are sick or in need of our prayers.

Chuck Schuster
Lolita Dorado

Rita Moroni

Albert Fajardo
Virginia Fajardo
Madeline O’Neill
Kurt Beghuyn
Sebastiano Stellino
Teresita Covacha
Richard Gargulinski
Joe Petrylka

Roger Sharpe
Nenette Ferreria
Anthony Mastronardi
Eduardo Fajardo
Kathy Bush

Glenda Johnson
Robert Stark
Stephanie Smith
Alice Moceri

Janet Law

Jesse Ocampo
Laura Alix

Betty Leone
Michelle Harter

Jo Marie Nardi
Thomas Bingham
David Beaupre
Kenneth Beaupre
Anthony Crimaudo
Thomas Giles
Mary Bielman
Rosemary Schoolcraft
Mark Baumgart
John Borota
Pauline Williams




Ministers, Lectors, and Serbvers

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS LECTORS SERVERS
Saturday, August 31, 2019, 430 p.m.

Janet Bielman Bruce Campbell lan Campbell
Janet Law

Sunday, September 1, 2019, 10:00 a.m.
Marilyn Lynn Bryan Jones Cory Fullilove
Keith Arcicovich Mary Pocius
Beverly Goll Julia Zuerblis

Patti Hammond
Linda Holster
Michael Holster

Kristen Stark
Mass Schedule

Saturday, Augqust 24 - Viqil: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:30 p.m. - Anna Martinelli

Sunday, August 25 - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:00 a.m. - Judy Stark, For an Increase in Vocations to the
Priesthood and Religious Life

Monday, August 26 -

Tuesday, August 27 - St. Monica
9:00 a.m. - John LoVasco

Wednesday, August 28 - St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor
of the Church
9:00 a.m. — For Migrant and Refugee Families

Thursday, Auqust 29 - The Passion of St. John the Baptist
Friday, August 30 -
9:00 a.m. - For the Sick, Suffering, and Dying

Saturday, August 31 - Vigil: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:30 p.m. - For the People of St. Matthew Parish

Sunday, September 1 - 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:00 a.m. - Judy Stark

God 1is

always trying

to give good
things to us,
but our hands
are too full to

receive them.




Avis Ford ®@

“The Dealership with the ®”
TIMYINGER, Used Car Sales, Parishioner
29200 Telegraph Rd. at 12 Mile * Southfield, MI 48034
Direct: (248) 226-2557 » Cell: (313) 575-8640

tim.yinger@avisford.com * www.avisford.com

In Memory
of
Dick PINT

A H. PETERS
FUNERAL HOME

shperracom

Jim’s Collision Shop

Complete Body « Mechanical
Glass « Free Loaner Cars

DETROIT
313-882-5400 - 16651 Harper
www.jimscollision.net

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com
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CALL NOW! 1-888-331-6501

Fert-Scape, Inc.

Fertilizer and Landscape Contracting

13335 15 Mile Rd
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 344-9012
(586) 565-1077
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586-778-4934
BILLED QUARTERLY

STATE OF MICHIGAN APPROVED AND CERTIFIED
CALL NOW! 1.877.801.7772

ROAD TESTING BY ELITE DRIVING ScHOOL
www.elitedrivingschoolscs.com WWW.24-TMEDALARM.COM

| CatholicMatch.com/MI _

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY
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