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Readings for the Week of March 6, 2022
Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 

[cf. 15b]/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13 
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/

Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 11:29-32
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 

7c-8/Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8/

Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43-48 
Next Sunday:   Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14/

Phil 3:17—4:1 or 3:20—4:1/Lk 9:28b-36

1st Sunday of Lent
One of the greatest temptations human beings face is leav-

ing the truth of who they are, where they came from and who 
created them in pursuit of more personal satisfactions. When 
we consider all that desires our attention in a given day, there 
are many lures that attract us to illusions about ourselves.  

We can easily find ourselves distracted or tired, preoccu-
pied with preserving our status in life, social relationships, 
current trends, and corporate demands, and intrigued by pursu-
ing what we perceive to be the “path of least resistance.” The 
daily concerns of life can quickly take our eyes off of our 
truth, making the empty promises of worldly accomplishments 
and ideologies seem so attractive. What is at risk in giving into 
this temptation?

We cease giving thanks to and worshipping our Creator as 
we pursue our own self-sufficiency, power, and prestige. We 
replace the true God with a “pet” one. While many do not to-
tally dismiss the idea of God and pretend to remain at least 
remotely connected, they do not invest themselves heart, mind, 
and soul in the relationship either. 

That is why we are so easily swayed. If something attrac-
tive comes along, we lunge for it. After all, having a position 
above and over everyone else is a good thing, isn’t it? In more 
honest moments, many have to admit that they believe this to 
be true. The Evil One is very convincing. But he can only gain 
control if we allow him to. 

About temptation, St. Basil remarks, “As the pilot of a 
vessel is tried in the storm, as the wrestler is tried in the ring, 
the soldier in the battle and the hero in adversity, so is the 
Christian tried in temptation.” And here is found the reason for 
Lent. 

It is a wonderful opportunity to get a handle on the attrac-
tive lures of illusion that easily captivate us and bring us off 
track. It is also a time for some honest reflection rooted in 
prayer, fasting, and selfless giving that can bring us to tempta-
tion’s remedy: love. Love of his Father gave Jesus resistance. 
It can do the same for us.

“When my father in his affection for me was trying to 
turn me from my purpose by arguments and thus weaken my 
faith, I said to him, ‘Do you see this vessel—water pot or 
whatever it may be? Can it be called by any other name 
than what it is?’ ‘No,’ he replied. ‘So also I cannot call my-
self by any other name than what I am—a Christian.’”

So writes Perpetua: young, beautiful, well-educated, a 
noblewoman of Carthage in North Africa, mother of an in-
fant son and chronicler of the persecution of the Chris-
tians by Emperor Septimius Severus.

Perpetua’s mother was a Christian and her father a pa-
gan. He continually pleaded with her to deny her faith. She 
refused and was imprisoned at 22.  In her diary, Perpetua 
describes her period of captivity: “What a day of horror! 
Terrible heat, owing to the crowds! Rough treatment by the 
soldiers! To crown all, I was tormented with anxiety for my 
baby…. Such anxieties I suffered for many days, but I ob-
tained leave for my baby to remain in the prison with me, 
and being relieved of my trouble and anxiety for him, I at 
once recovered my health, and my prison became a palace 
to me, and I would rather have been there than anywhere 
else.”

Despite threats of persecution and death, Perpetua, 
Felicity, a slave woman and expectant mother, and three 
companions, Revocatus, Secundulus, and Saturninus, re-
fused to renounce their Christian faith. For their unwilling-
ness, all were sent to the public games in the amphitheater. 
There Perpetua and Felicity were beheaded, and the others 
killed by beasts.  Felicity gave birth to a daughter a few 
days before the games commenced.

Perpetua’s record of her trial and imprisonment ends 
the day before the games. “Of what was done in the games 
themselves, let him write who will.” The diary was finished 
by an eyewitness.

Reflection ~ Persecution for religious beliefs is not 
confined to Christians in ancient times. Consider Anne 
Frank, the Jewish girl who with her family, was forced into 
hiding and later died in Bergen-Belsen, one of Hitler’s 
death camps during World War II. Anne, like Perpetua and 
Felicity, endured hardship and suffering and finally death 
because she committed herself to God. In her diary, Anne 
writes, “It’s twice as hard for us young ones to hold our 
ground, and maintain our opinions, in a time when all ideals 
are being shattered and destroyed, when people are show-
ing their worst side, and do not know whether to believe in 
truth and right and God.”

A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar
Jesus “was led by the Spirit in the wilderness.”  What is the 

wilderness in your life to which the Holy Spirit is leading you 
this Lent? Perhaps, there are uncharted areas in your marriage or 
family relationships. Spend this Lent in your 
“wilderness” with God work. Where is the Spirit  leading you 
this Lent?



St. Matthew Parish ~ Happenings 
 

 Saturday, March 5, and Sunday, March 
6, 4:30 pm and 10 am Masses - Collection 
for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
 

 Tuesday, March 8, 6 pm - Parish Council 
Meeting, Church Auditorium (Tentative) 

BLESSING OF THE CRS RICE BOWLS 
 

 Welcome to CRS Rice Bowl 2022! Join our faith com-
munity and more than 12,000 Catholic communities across 
the United States in a transformative Lenten journey with 
the Rice Bowl. During these 40 days of Lent, we will reflect 
on global hunger and take action to help our sisters and 
brothers impacted by this injustice. 
 

Lord Jesus, you call us to a conversion of heart during Lent, 
and you give us the tools to do this  

through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. 
When we pray, help us remember the needs  

of our sisters and brothers.  
When we fast, help us offer our sacrifice in union with you. 

When we give, help us recognize our gifts are from you  
so that we are generous with others. 

May our Lenten journey with the Rice Bowl enable us  
to follow you more faithfully  

and love our neighbor more fully.  
Guide us throughout these 40 days  

so that we may be joined more closely to you  
when we arrive at the joyful celebration of Easter.  Amen. 

 

 As we begin our Lenten journey, reflect on how your 
prayers, fasting, and almsgiving can guide you. As Pope 
Francis explains, these are “elements which, when lived 
sincerely, can transform life and provide a sure foundation 
for dignity and fraternity.”  

Kroger Community Rewards 
 

 The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bring-
ing hope and help to local neighborhoods.  The period of 
November 1, 2021 to January 31, 2022 brought a monetary 
reward of $234.35 back to St. Matthew Parish.  Thanks to 
the participation of 72 households.   
 Please go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com to sign 
up  today.  Every little “bite” helps.  The account number 
for St. Matthew Parish is AW497. 

The Church in Central and 
Eastern Europe 

 

 This week we have a special collection that supports the 
Church in Central and Eastern Europe. Your donation today 
helps restore the Church and build the future in more than 25 
countries still struggling to recover from former communist 
rule. Funds from this collection support reconstruction, educa-
tion, formation, and poverty outreach. Please be generous.  
Envelopes are in the pews for your use. 

Relief Help for the People of Ukraine 
 

 If you are interested in helping the people of 
Ukraine as they experience the hardships of war 
and the displacement of their people, you are 
invited to send a check to the Archdiocese 
clearly marked Relief for Ukraine, 12 State 
Street, Detroit 48226.  Or you can donate on 
line at: www.aod.org/collectionforukraine.  
 

Almighty God we pray for the situation  
in the country of Ukraine. 

We pray for those who live in fear,  
that you may grant them peace. 

We pray that the voices for discernment  
and peaceful solutions may prosper. 

Lord, we ask that you raise up peacemakers on all sides, 
that war and violence might be averted. 

Give diplomats wisdom, understanding and build trust. 
We ask for the church in the nations involved,  
may they be salt and light in a dark situation. 
Lord we lift this dangerous situation to you. 

May your kingdom come.   
Amen. 



 

Anthony Mastronardi 
Stephanie Smith 
Janet Law 
Laura Alix 
Jo Marie Nardi 
Anthony Crimaudo 
Rosemary Schoolcraft 
Tiffany Gelle 
Robert Stark 
Pauline Williams 
Eloise Parker 
Herb and Jeanne Damman 
Sarah Wagner 
Lolita Dorado 
Albert Fajardo 
Eduardo Fajardo 
Aurora Guinto 
Jesse Ocampo 
Mary Spansky 
Mike Dulapa 

Kathy Bush 
Richard Goll 
Kristen Freiburger 
Joanne Papineau 
Elsa Camazzola 
William Walker IV 
Nancy Clemons 
Cathy D’Agostini 
Madeline Jozwiak 
Marc McEachern 

Please remember those in our parish and in our 
families  who are sick or in need of our prayers. 
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6021 Whittier, Detroit 48224-2637 

Rectory Office: (313) 884-4470  
Rectory Fax:    (313) 884-4276 

 E-mail :  stmatthew27@aol.com 
Website:  www.stmatthewdetroit.com 
Office Hours:  Monday through Friday 

10:30 a.m. to 5:00  p.m. 
  

Rev. Duane R. Novelly  ~  Pastor 
Rick Cucchi ~ Music Minister / Choir Director 

David Troiano ~ Weekday Organist 
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Marilyn Lynn ~ Secretary 

Gloria Bermudez  ~ Bookkeeper 
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John Dunstone ~ President  

Bill Zuerblis ~ Financial Council Chair 
Michael Dulapa ~ Evangelization Chair 

Patricia Camazzola, Bryan Jones,  
David Smydra ~ Members at Large 

Sharon & Jerry Mielke ~ VPC Representatives 
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Dennis Costello ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service 
Dan McBride ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service 

 
W$$3$04/W$$34"+ M"&& S)#$4/,$ 

Saturday                                                                    4:30  p.m. 
Sunday                                                                    10:00  a.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday                                   9:00  a.m. 
Reconciliation                                                  By Appointment 
Holydays                                                                   9:00  a.m.                        
                                                                                  7:00  p.m. 



Ministers, Lectors, and Servers 
 

 LECTORS  SERVERS 
 

Saturday, March 12, 2022, 4:30 p.m. 
Dan McBride                              Bruce Campbell 
                          

Sunday, March 13, 2022, 10:00 a.m. 
Bill Ridella                       Jermaine Donaldson 
              Julia Zuerblis        

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday, March 5 - Vigil: 1st Sunday of Lent 
4:30 p.m. - Jim Greco 
 
Sunday, March 6 - 1st Sunday of Lent 
10:00 a.m. - Rose Marie Zajac Parker, Ernie Alix 
 
Monday, March 7 - Sts. Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs 
 
Tuesday, March 8 - St. John of God, Religious 
9:00 a.m. - For the Poor and Needy in our Community 
 
Wednesday, March 9—St. Frances of Rome, Religious 
9:00 a.m. – For the Sick, Suffering, and Dying 
 
Thursday, March 10 -  
 
Friday, March 11 -  
9:00 a.m. - For an End to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
Saturday, March 12 - Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Lent 
4:30 p.m. - Tim Fitzgerald 
 
Sunday, March 13 - 2nd Sunday of Lent 
10:00 a.m. - Bruno Bush, Tim Fitzgerald, Betty Wilk (96th 

Birthday) 
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Grosse Pointe Woods
20705 Mack Avenue • 313-884-5500

Warren
32000 Schoenherr • 586-293-8030

ahpeters.com

Fert-Scape, Inc.
Fertilizer and Landscape 

Contracting

13335 15 Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 344-9012 
(586) 565-1077

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 

24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

313-558-8757

Elite Driving 
School

586-778-4934
STATE OF MICHIGAN APPROVED  

AND CERTIFIED ROAD TESTING BY 
ELITE DRIVING SCHOOL

www.elitedrivingschoolscs.com

23804 Harper Avenue
Between 9 & 10 Mile Road
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

 ROTISSERIE & SEAFOOD
Dine In • Carry-Out 

Catering
313-886-7755

20515 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe Woods

7 Days A Week 3:00 PM - 9:00 PM
~ Available with Door Dash/Grub Hub ~

Contact Richard Brogna
to place an ad today! 

rbrogna@4LPi.com or (848) 225-5120

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.


